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military to the border of Ukraine.
They feel empowered because they are
able to have a pipeline that President
Biden okayed but that America was de-
nied.

We watch China pressure Taiwan
even further.

Madam Speaker, we still have Ameri-
cans stuck in Afghanistan.

Madam Speaker, it is just a little
more than a week away from Thanks-
giving when millions of Americans will
gather together. But those events may
be smaller because they may not be
able to afford the gas to drive to see
their family. They may not be able to
afford the most expensive Thanks-
giving dinner they have ever had. They
are looking to Washington to do better.

Madam Speaker, the worst thing pos-
sible we could do is not to listen to
them. They have spoken loudly, and
they have spoken clearly that the path
that we are on is wrong. They cannot
afford it; they cannot accept it; and
they expect us to do better.

But an idea to rush a bill this large
and not have any analysis and to think
the American people won’t understand
it—they have watched what happened
this year under one-party rule, and on
Tuesday, they said that will change. 1
just hope, Madam Speaker, that this
body listens and waits for the report
because they will not be able to justify
a ‘‘yes’ vote for it.

America cannot afford it. For the
good of the country, let’s take ahold of
it, and let’s defeat this bill.

—————

RECOGNIZING BRENT’S FIREHOUSE
COFFEE

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
generosity and Iowa nice spirit of a
couple from my district.

Recently, Brent and Amy Brightman,
the owners of Brent’s Firehouse Coffee
in Camanche, presented the Camanche
Police and Fire Departments with
$2,000 each in what they hope to be the
first of an annual donation to their
city’s first responders.

When asked about the generosity of
their donations, Brent, who has served
as a volunteer firefighter in Camanche
for over a decade, said that they start-
ed Brent’s Firehouse Coffee not only to
support their community but to sup-
port first responders.

Iowa has some of the best businesses
and first responders, and I am beyond
proud to see our community come to-
gether to support one another.

I thank Brent, Amy, and the first re-
sponders of Camanche for their contin-
ued and unwavering service to our
community.

———

ALARMING RATE OF INFLATION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, as if
things could not get any worse under
this administration, we found out last
week that inflation is now at a 30-year
high. This comes as Americans are
worried about the cost of Thanksgiving
dinner, the cost of putting gas in their
cars, and even the cost of heating their
homes for the winter.

Under this administration, inflation
has metastasized at an alarming rate
across the country. Every small town
in America feels the strain of inflation.
Every American family feels it. Every
hardworking taxpayer feels it. Yet,
this administration is too blinded by
its own ignorance to figure out what is
happening.

Madam Speaker, it is clear that the
so-called Build Back Better agenda was
just a lie this entire time.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BOWMAN) at 5 p.m.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

—————

STUDY ON DISPARITIES ASSOCI-
ATED WITH RACE AND ETH-
NICITY WITH RESPECT TO CER-
TAIN BENEFITS ADMINISTERED
BY THE SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1031) to require the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States to conduct a
study on disparities associated with
race and ethnicity with respect to cer-
tain benefits administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1031

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE STUDY ON DISPARITIES ASSO-
CIATED WITH RACE AND ETHNICITY
WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN BENE-

FITS ADMINISTERED BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct a
study—
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(1) to assess whether there are disparities
associated with race and ethnicity with re-
spect to—

(A) compensation benefits administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs;

(B) disability ratings determined by the
Secretary, with specific consideration of dis-
ability evaluations based on pain; and

(C) the rejection of fully developed claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary; and

(2) to develop recommendations to facili-
tate better data collection on the disparities
described in paragraph (1).

(b) INITIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General shall brief Con-
gress on the initial results of the study con-
ducted under subsection (a).

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 240 days
after the date on which the briefing required
by subsection (b) is conducted, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to Congress a
final report setting forth the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a), includ-
ing the recommendations developed under
paragraph (2) of such subsection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1031.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
1031. To build a better, more wel-
coming, and more equitable Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, we must take
a hard look at how VA can earn back
trust. Too many veterans have experi-
enced barriers to receiving the benefits
that they have earned from service to
our country.

I believe that VA care and benefits
must be distributed fairly to all eligi-
ble veterans, regardless of social or
physical disparities. That is why we
must look back to document whether
veterans have been unjustly denied
benefits, address the root causes of dis-
parities, and ensure equitable treat-
ment moving forward.

Such an important evaluation will
certainly require digging into vast
datasets, evaluating agency processes,
and laying the framework for meaning-
ful recommendations to effectively
make any needed course corrections at
VA. That is why this bill mandates
that the nonpartisan Government Ac-
countability Office perform this exam-
ination.

Under Senator RAPHAEL WARNOCK’S
legislation passed by the Senate, GAO
would study racial and ethnic dispari-
ties regarding VA compensation bene-
fits, including VA disability ratings
and rejections of fully developed claims
for benefits under laws administered by
VA.
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